
Texas Civil War Museum 
Summer 17 Speaker Series  

 
Saturdays, 1:00 pm in Museum Theater 

Free with paid museum entrance $6.00 
Attending more than one session—Get a $6.00 Summer ’17 Pass 

for all Speaker Series 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
May 27  Jack Dyess 
“Holt Collier - Slave, Confederate Soldier, Hero” 
Holt was born a slave, sent off to a boarding school in Kentucky with 
his master’s sons and freed before the war.  He served as scout for 
General Nathan Bedford Forest and a regular soldier in the Texas 
10th Cavalry.  During reconstruction, he shot and killed a Yankee 
Captain who was threatening his former master.  And, that was only 
the beginning of his story. Come to hear about Holt, Teddy Roosevelt, 
bear hunting and so much more in an extraordinary life.  
 
June 3  Cynthia L. Harriman 
“Overwhelmed, Unprepared, and Remembrance” 
Death and dying was the new normal during the Civil War.  Using the 
percentage of death from ’61-’65, if the war was fought today there 
would be 7.5 million casualties.  This type of slaughter is hard to wrap 
one’s mind around—much less deal with the logistics.  But that horror 
was the reality for our ancestors.  Medical conditions primitive, 
transportation limited, and aftermath gruesome.  From this 
destruction America grows up and one of the most sacred holidays, 
Memorial Day, is born.   
 
June 10  Jack Dyess 
“History of the Texas Navy” 
Most individuals, including native Texans, do not know that Texas 
had its own Navy-let alone two.  Of those who are aware of its 
existence, few know that it was instrumental in Texas’ victory over 
Mexico or that it almost single-handedly prevented Mexico from 
invading Texas during a period of nice years and eight months 
between the victory at San Jacinto and annexation into the United 
States.  Even few know that the Texas Navy was the only navy in 
history to defeat steam-driven warships with sailing vessels.  Only a 
small number of otherwise extremely knowledgeable historians are 
aware of the connection between the Texas Navy and the most 
popular handgun in the War Between the States; the 1851 Colt Navy 
Revolver.   
 



 
June 17  Donald Barnhart, Jr. 
“Battle of Palmito Ranch” 
On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant in Virginia.  However; 
that only ended the war for the Army of Northern Virginia. The Army 
of Tennessee surrendered April 26—while the Army of the Trans-
Mississippi was not surrendered until May 26.  This explains why the 
last battle of the war was fought in Texas and Palmito Ranch was the 
only battle involving international troops.  The Confederates, fighting 
under R.I.P. won the battle but lost the war.  A truce would be 
negotiated a few days later to end the fighting in Texas. The Lone Star 
state would once again begin its new chapter in history. 
 
June 24— Company E, 15th Texas Cavalry 
Living History on the front lawn 
Are you hot in those wool uniforms? Life of the soldier will be 
presented from 10:00 to 4:00.  Throughout the day, soldiers will drill, 
present firing demonstrations and be available to answer questions 
about life in the ARMY during the Civil War.  (The answer is yes) 
 
June 24 Jack Dyess 
“The Battle of Sabine Pass” 
What type of event causes the Stock Market to fall?  The answer 
involves a 25 year-old Irish Bartender in the Battle of Sabine Pass.  In 
September 1863, perhaps the most surprising battle in the history of 
warfare took place in the little Texas town of Sabine Pass when 47 
men armed with 6 small cannons defeated more than 5,000 men in 6 
naval warship and 19 other vessels.  The Battle of Galveston will be 
briefly discussed as it led up to the Battle of Sabine Pass, and the 
amazing coincidences that resulted in the unpredictable victory.   
 
 
JULY 1  John Eden 
“Battle Between the Merrimac/Virginia and the Monitor” 
The Northern-built Merrimack, a conventional steam frigate, had been 
salvaged by the Confederates and rechristened the Virginia.  
Redesigned, a masterpiece of improvisation resembled “a floating 
barn roof.”  The Union ironclad, Monitor, was called a “Yankee 
Cheese Box on a raft” but represented an entirely new concept of 
naval design.  Thus the stage was set for the dramatic naval battle of 
March 9,1862 with crowds of Union and Confederate supporters 
watching from the decks of nearby vessels and shores.  This program 
concentrates on the Battle of the “Monitor” and the “Merrimac”(C.S. 
Virginia).  Emphasis is placed on the formation of the Confederate 
Navy and the structure of both of these ironclad gunboats. History’s 
first ironclad warship duel marked the beginning of a new era for 
naval warfare. 
 



July 8 -— Company E, 15th Texas Cavalry 
Living History on the front lawn 
Are you hot in those wool uniforms? Life of the soldier will be 
presented from 10:00 to 4:00.  Throughout the day, soldiers will drill, 
present firing demonstrations and be available to answer questions 
about life in the ARMY during the Civil War.  (The answer is yes) 
 
July 8—Bertram Hayes-Davis 
“The Flight, Capture and Legacy of Jefferson Davis” 
150 years to the day, Bert Hayes-Davis follows the path that lead to 
the capture of his ancestor, Jefferson Davis. Reviewing and reliving 
April 2 – May 10, 1865 he found profound comparisons in today and 
150 years ago—and perhaps as many questions as answers.  Too 
often Davis’s life is only 4 years—but there were 77 other years in a 
life of public service.   Though intimate family insight we will learn the 
Legacy of Jefferson Davis.   
 
July 15 Diane Dyess 
“Symbolism in Victorian Cemeteries” 
There is a language resting with our dead that speaks all of its own.  
It begins in the 1600s with “skull and bones” on tablets and morphs to 
angelic cherubs over the 200 year span.  A headstone, like history, is 
more than names and dates.  It is more than history, it is art, heritage, 
culture, and sacred.  This lecture will provide you with the knowledge 
to understand who and what you are seeing when you visit the final 
resting places of your ancestors.  
 
July 22- Joe Walker   “Ask an Expert from 10:00-3:00  
“ Southern Songster” 
A costumed docent performs a variety of banjo music featuring 
songs, which were popular of the era, camp songs, marches and 
ditties sung by both the North and the South. Tidbits about the songs 
are presented to help understand the meaning behind each as well 
as the importance of music to the soldiers and the role of the 
musician. It is sure to be a very entertaining way to spend an 
afternoon.   
 
July 29 Jack Dyess 
“Forgotten Civil War Battles in Texas”   
This program discusses the geographical distribution of the 
Comanche and the old men, young boys and women who 
desperately fought to prevent the destruction of Texas by the 
Comanche while the men of military age were fighting in the Civil 
War.  Fort Worth was the western edge of white settlement and the 
Comanche Moon was not just a good title for a love song.  Civil War 
books are filled with the horrors that effected civilians east of the 
Mississippi by the invading Federal army, but there were concerns 
equally as horrid right here in Texas, the vanguard of the CSA. 



 
August 5  Don Barnhart, Jr.  
“ Battle of Cabin Creek” 
The Cabin Creek Battlefield is the site of two important engagements 
between Union and Confederate forces in Indian Territory in 1863 
and 1864. It is located along the Texas Road, a historic military 
supply trail from Kansas to Texas. Soldiers involved were a very 
diverse set: Confederate Generals Stan Waite, a Native American, & 
North Texas’ own, Brigadier General Richard Gano, going up against 
the U.S. Third Indian Home Guard and the 1st Kansas Colored 
Volunteer Infantry and units from Colorado, Kansas, and Wisconsin. 
This was the last major engagement in Indian Territory during the 
Civil War. 
 
August 12 Cynthia L. Harriman 
“Battlefield Medicine” 
At the beginning of the War Between the States medical care was 
crude and undeveloped.  As during any war, huge advancements 
were made with the introductions of battlefield evacuations, hospitals 
aboard ships, the pharmaceutical industry, medical record keeping, 
women nurses as well as many other surprising outcomes. Program 
shows how medical instruments were used for the care of the soldier 
along with results of how medicine was taught and practiced tracing 
how important lessons are gained through the study of history.  
 
August 19—Company E, 15th Texas Cavalry 
Living History on the front lawn  
Are you hot in those wool uniforms? Life of the soldier will be 
presented from 10:00 to 4:00.  Throughout the day, soldiers will drill, 
present firing demonstrations and be available to answer questions 
about life in the ARMY during the Civil War.  (The answer is yes—in 
the summer it is hot in the uniforms) 

Civil War Artist John Paul Strain  
will be a featured guest at the museum. 

 
PRESENTERS 

 
DONALD BARNHART, JR —Barnhart is a long-time student of the 
Civil War and has written a number of articles for Civil War 
publications and websites such as Civil War Times, North South 
Trader, America’s Civil War, Wild West and Texas Highways.  He 
holds a Bachelor's Degree in History from the University of Texas at 
Austin, a Bachelor's Degree in Accounting, and a Master's Degree 
in Business from Midwestern State University.  When not occupied 
with tax accounting matters, he is researching future articles for 
speaking or publication, writing a blog “Warriors of the Lone Star” or 
volunteering at the Texas Civil War Museum in Ft. Worth. 



 
DIANE DYESS — For 60 years she has engaged in a life long study 
of cemeteries and its cultural practices.  She has aided the research 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  She is a member of 
DAR as well as the UDC, Daughters of 1812, Colonial Dames, 
Genealogist General for the Blue and Grey and a member of the 
prestigious Mayflower Society.  Dyess has presented dozens of 
lectures throughout the nation and has been awarded the Jefferson 
Davis Medal for her historical research.  She is a volunteer at the 
Texas Civil War Museum.  
 
 
JACK DYESS — Dyess holds a Master’s degree from the University 
of Nebraska and taught in FWISD, and at  the US Army Engineer 
School. He represented the US in the Summer Olympics in Montreal 
in 1976. Jack is a Viet Nam veteran and retired Major from the US 
Army.  More recently he was commissioned as an honorary Admiral 
in the Texas Navy in recognition of his service to his Country. He is 
an active leader in the community and in many of the historical linage 
societies, including the Order of the Southern Cross, which was 
founded by General Patrick Cleburne in 1863.  Jack is a Docent and 
Volunteer at the Texas Civil War Museum.  
 
 
JOHN EDEN  — Eden is currently the Resident Historian for the 
Texas Civil War Museum. He taught school in Denton ISD before 
joining the United States Air Force and then owned and operated a 
printing business for many years. He served on the Hurst-Euless-
Bedford School Board for 17 years and served as president where he 
was part of the many innovative programs for which the district is 
known. He is a member of the Civil War Round Table of Texas, an 
organization dedicated to the study of the American Civil War. He 
holds membership in many historical linage organizations.  
 
 
CYNTHIA LOVELESS HARRIMAN— Executive Director at the 
Texas Civil War Museum is a 7th generation Texan, a graduate of 
Baylor University and attended graduate school at the University of 
North Texas. She taught in the Arlington ISD for 16 year and work as 
a major gifts officer for Baylor University Development. Mrs. Harriman 
has served as Vice President of the Texas Historical Foundation, 
founding secretary of the Texas and Southwestern Collectors 
Association, Senior Fellow of the Grady McWhiney History Research 
Foundation, past president of the Texas Association of Museums 
Trustees and Trustee Emeritus for the Texas Confederate Museum 
Collection. She is active in numerous history, linage, education and 
museum associations.   
 



 
BERTRAM HAYES-DAVIS—Great, great grandson of President 
Jefferson Davis has inherited a family history, which allows him to be 
the spokesperson for the Davis Family Association.  Bert is deeply 
committed to educating the public about the life and legacy of his 
distinguished ancestor over the last 40 years.  He is currently serving 
as President of the Jefferson Davis Foundation.  Due to his efforts to 
preserve history and engage in educational opportunities he is able to 
give a unique perspective on the life of Jefferson Davis.  Bert has a 
Masters of Science in geology, spending 16 years in the Oil and Gas 
Exploration in Dallas and Russia.  He also held the position of Trust 
Advisor in the financial industry for J.P. Morgan both in Dallas and 
Colorado Springs.  He also has served on many non-profits boards.  
He and his wife Carol currently reside in Gulfport, MS.   
 
JOE WALKER  — Walker grew up in Georgia on a Civil War 
battlefield so he fell in love with the study of the war at an early age 
listening to his grandmother’s stories.  He participated as a living 
historian for the 100th, 125th and 150th anniversaries of the WBTS 
as part of a hand picked team for the National Park Service.  He 
graduated from Georgia State and is a veteran of the US Navy. He 
holds membership in various linage and historical organization 
including the Order of the Southern Cross that was founded by 
General Patrick Cleburne in 1863.  Walker, a retired businessman, 
serves as a consultant for Civil War Books, movies and paintings.  
Aside from collecting Civil War artifacts he is a volunteer at the Texas 
Heritage Museum Confederate Research Center, member of Hood’s 
Texas Brigade Association and is the “Ask An Expert” at the Texas 
Civil War Museum.   
 
******************************************************************************* 
 
Throughout the summer there will be a variety of programming 
from the Tarrant County Guild of Storytellers, Buttermilk 
Junction Old Time String Band, and Ask An Expert.  Check the 
Museum website and Facebook for dates. 
 

Texas Civil War Museum 
760 North Jim Wright Freeway 

Fort Worth, TX 76108 
 

817.246.2323 
www.texascivilwarmuseum.com 

 
Tuesday – Saturday 10:00am – 5:00pm 

Adults $6.00, Ages 7-12 $3.00, 6 and under free 


